Standardized format for depicting hearing preservation results in the management of acoustic neuroma.
The Committee on Hearing and Equilibrium of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery recently published guidelines for reporting hearing preservation in the treatment of acoustic neuromas. These suggestions included pretreatment and posttreatment pure-tone hearing thresholds, word recognition scores, and hearing classification. We present a standardized reporting format that addresses the Committee's recommendations and displays individual patient audiologic data as a simple, concise plot of posttreatment hearing results. To illustrate the use of the recommended format, preoperative and postoperative hearing data from our institution are reported. Such reporting criteria will facilitate comparative reviews of studies of hearing preservation after surgical or radiotherapeutic management of acoustic neuromas, while providing specific data for individual patient outcome analysis.